
What Lessons Can We Learn from Books on 
Justice Reform? 
 

What happens when someone who has lived through the justice system writes about its flaws? You gain 

insights no policy paper or academic study can match. The Hassan Nemazee book "Persia, Politics & 

Prison" offers this rare perspective, revealing how the system fails both individuals and society. Through 

his compelling memoir, the Iranian American author shares a firsthand account that calls for urgent 

criminal justice reform. 

The plea system operates like a broken machine. Most defendants never see their day in court. Instead, they 

face enormous pressure to accept deals, even when they might have strong defenses. This system 

prioritizes efficiency over justice. It forces people into difficult choices without proper consideration of 

individual circumstances. The result is a conveyor belt approach to justice that serves no one well.  

Prison walls hide a world most people never see. Inside, complex social hierarchies emerge. Inmates create 

their own economies and support systems. Libraries become sanctuaries where people seek knowledge and 

redemption. Some find purpose through teaching others or pursuing education. Yet the system itself 

remains largely punitive rather than rehabilitative. Time could be used productively, but institutional 

barriers often prevent meaningful change. 

Aging inmates present a particular challenge that highlights systemic failures. Many pose no threat to 

public safety but remain locked up at enormous cost. Compassionate release policies exist on paper but 

rarely work in practice. Taxpayers spend billions housing elderly prisoners who could contribute to society 

instead of draining resources. The irrationality of this approach benefits nobody. 

Reintegration after prison creates new obstacles that nobody talks about. Former inmates face employment 

barriers, housing discrimination, and social stigma. These hurdles often push people back into the 

behaviors that led to their original troubles. Society claims to want rehabilitation, but then blocks every 

path to legitimate success. This contradiction undermines public safety and wastes human potential.  

The human cost extends far beyond individual cases. Families suffer when loved ones disappear into the 

system. Communities lose productive members who could contribute if given proper support. The Iranian-

American community, like many others, sees promising individuals derailed by a system that priorit izes 

punishment over problem-solving. These ripple effects touch everyone, creating cycles of harm that persist 

across generations. 

Real reform requires honest examination of what doesn't work. Surface-level changes won't address deep 

structural problems. The system needs people willing to speak truth about their experiences, even when 

those truths are uncomfortable. Only through such honesty can we build something better. 

Ready to learn more about these critical issues and explore solutions that could transform our approach to 

justice? Visit Hassan Nemazee's website to discover more about his powerful memoir and his ongoing 

speaking engagements on criminal justice reform. His unique perspective as someone who lived through 

the system offers invaluable insights for anyone committed to creating meaningful change. 
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